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BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

By  Consul  Geueral  R.  E.  Alaiiisfield,  Vaiieouver,  I<>lji-!iary  3. 

The  year  1014  witnessed  numerous  changes  in  commercial  and 
industrial  conditions  in  the  Vancouver  consular  district.  Large 
areas  of  productive  country  heretofore  inaccessible  to  markets  were 
opened  to  settlement  by  the  completion  of  two  transcontinental  rail- 
ways, with  Pacific  coast  terminals,  and  the  construction  of  several 
branch  roads  connecting  with  the  main  lines.  These  new  arteries 
of  traffic  will  encourage  the  development  of  agriculture,  which  has 
not  progressed  proportionately  w^ith  mining,  lumbering,  and  other 
industries  in  the  Province. 

Another  feature  of  the  commercial  and  industrial  situation  in 
British  Columbia  was  the  serious  financial  depression  that  had  its 
beginning  in  1912  and  reached  a  crisis  in  1914.  This  depression  fol- 
lowed several  years  of  unprecedented  prosperity  and  commercial 
activity,  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  speculation  that  pervaded  every 
branch  of  trade  and  industry.  The  collapse  of  the  boom  resulted, 
however,  in  diverting  the  attention  of  the  people  from  speculative 
business  to  the  development  of  the  natural  wealth-producing  re- 
sources of  the  Province. 

The  importance  of  this  change  in  the  industrial  situation  is  appar- 
ent when  the  extent  and  productiveness  of  the  territory  are  taken 
into  consideration. 

Territory  Covered  by  Vancouver  Consulate  General. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Vancouver  consulate  general  extends  over 
all  of  British  Columbia,  including  the  island  of  Vancouver  and  the 
Yukon  Territory,  with  an  aggregate  area  of  395,500  square  miles. 
Much  of  the  territory  is  unoccupied,  and  the  great  natural  resources, 
including  agriculture,  rich  mineral  deposits,  valuable  timber  areas, 
imd  extensive  fishing  grounds,  remain  practically  undeveloped,  and 
the  potential  value  of  their  productive  v\'ealth  is  unknown. 

The  principal  physical  feature  of  the  Province,  which  forms  an 
irregular  territorial  quadrangle  700  miles  long  from  north  to  south, 
with  an  average  width  of  400  miles,  is  the  four  ranges  of  mountains 
extending  from  north  to  south,  Avith  the  Eocky  and  Selkirk  Ranges 
on  the  east  and  the  coast  and  island  ranges  on  the  west.  Between 
the  coast  and  the  Eocky  Mountains  lies  a  valley  of  remarkable 
length  and  regularity,  extending  from  the  boundary  line  on  the 
south  along  the  western  base  of  the  Eockies  northward  for  a  dis- 
tance of  700  miles.    West  of  these  ranges  is  a  vast  plateau,  or  table- 
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land.  Avith  an  average  elevation  of  3,500  feet  above  sea  level,  much  of 
Avliich  is  suitable  for  farming  and  grazing  purposes. 

The  subdivisions  of  the  Province,  with  the  number  of  square 
mileo  in  each,  are  as  follows:  Kootenays,  east  and  west,  23,500  square 
miles;  Yale,  24,300;  Liilooet,  16,100;  Vancouver  and  Westminster, 
T.600;  Cariboo,  300,500;  Comox  (mainland),  7,100;  and  Vancouver 
Island,  16,400. 
Varied  Natural  Besources  of  the  Province. 

British  Columbia  possesses  a  great  variety  of  natural  resources. 
The  metal  mines  alone  have  produced  over  $400,000,300,  and  these 
are  only  in  the  early  stages  of  development.  The  Province  has  the 
largest  area  of  merchantable  timber  on  the  continent;  the  fisheries 
produce  an  average  annual  value  of  over  $12,000,000,  and  with  the 
exception  of  sahnon  fishing,  the  importance  of  the  industr}''  is  only 
beginning  to  be  realized.  The  coal  output  has  an  annual  value  of 
$7,500,000:  there  are  large  deposits  of  magnetic  and  hematite  iron 
ore  that  still  remain  undeveloped,  and  valuable  marble  quarries  have 
recently  been  discovered;  the  agricultural  and  fruit  lands  produce 
annuall}^  over  $20,000,000,  and  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  available 
land  is  under  cultivation;  there  are  millions  of  acres  of  pulp-wood 
land  in  the  Province  that  remain  practically  unexploited. 
Agricultural  Possibilities. 

In  the  development  of  natural  resources  of  British  Columbia,  at- 
tention has  been  directed  more  to  mining,  lumbering,  and  fishing 
than  to  agriculture,  which  will  ultimately  become  one  of  the  greatest 
sources  of  productive  wealth  in  the  Province.    The  estimated  acreage 
of  tillable  land  is  253,000.000  acres,  divided  into  districts  as  follows 
Kootenay,  15,050,000  acres;   Yale,  15.850,000;  Liilooet,  10,300,000 
Westminster,    4,900,000;    Cariboo,    96,350,000;    Cassiar,    96,000,000 
Comox,  4,550,000;  and  Vancouver  Island,  10,000,003  acres.    It  is  esti 
mated  that  not  more  than  12  per  cent  of  the  land  in  British  Columbia 
is  occupied,  and  only  about  20  per  cent  of  that  is  under  culti\'ation. 
Agricultural  development  so  far  has  been  along  the  lines  of  railway 
and  water  transportation,  which  provide  facilities  for  marketing 
the  products,  Avhile  great  areas  of  good  land  remain  unoccupied. 

The  total  estimated  agricultural  products  of  the  Province  for  last 
year  represented  a  value  of  $27,360,000,  as  compared  with  $23,974,529 
in  1913,  an  increase  of  $3,385,471. 

Area  Under  Grain  and  Yield — Live  Stock. 

The  following  figures,  showing  the  area  under  grain  in  the  Prov- 
ince and  the  yield  for  the  last  two  j^ears,  were  taken  from  Government 
sources : 


Products. 

Harvested  area. 

Yield  per  acre. 

Total  yield. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

Acres. 
6,000 
7,000 
48,500 
2,500 

Acres. 
5,500 
7,000 
t6,700 
2,600 

Bushels. 
33.14 
26.67 

55.50 
35.25 

Bushels. 
35.22 
28.10 
52.75 
42.00 

Bushels. 
199,000 
187,000 

2, 692, COO 
8'S,000 

Bushels. 
194,000 
197, OOO 

2,991,000 
109, 000 

Oats                       

14,000 

71,800 

3, 166, 000 

3,491,000 
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While  the  acreage  under  wheat  shows  a  decrease,  the  jdekl  per 
acre  and  the  total  yield  show  an  increase  for  last  year  over  1013. 

The  A'alue  of  live  stock  produced  in  the  Province  last  vear  w'as 
estimated  at  $7,300,000,  as  compared  with  $G,717,G10  in  1013. 

Fruit  Growing — Importance  of  Fishing  Industry. 

Fruit  growing  in  British  Columhia,  although  in  its  infancy,  is 
of  considerable  importance,  and  rapid  progress  is  being  made  in 
horticulture.  During  the  last  few  years  large  areas  of  land  in  the 
sheltered  valleys  have  been  planted  to  fruit,  especially  apples,  pears, 
plums,  peaches,  and  cherries,  and  fruit  growing  is  being  engaged  in 
on  an  extensive  scale  along  scientitic  lines.  The  production  of  fruit 
and  vegetables  during  the  last  year  increased  in  value  approximately 
$1,000,000  over  the  figures  for  the  previous  12  months.  Apples  and 
other  tree  fruits,  exclusive  of  cherries,  marketed  in  1014  are  esti- 
mated at  1,200  carloads,  with  an  aggregate  value  of  $083,000. 

British  Columbia  has  a  shore  line  of  several  thousand  miles,  in- 
cluding inlets,  islands,  and  indentures,  with  protected  areas  suitable 
for  fishing  purposes  of  something  like  25,000  square  miles,  in  which 
a  great  variety  of  fish  of  commercial  value  is  found.  These  include 
salmon,  halibut,  herring,  sturgeon,  bass,  smelts,  black  cod,  skate, 
sardines,  anchovies,  shad,  oysters,  crabs,  shrimps,  prawns,  oolakan, 
etc. 

Last  year  was  the  banner  jeixv  in  the  British  Columbia  fishing 
industry,  the  total  estimated  yield  being  $15,000,000,  as  compared 
Avith  $14,155,488  for  1013,  an  increase  of  over  $500,000.  The  salmon 
])ack  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  industry,  W'ith  the  excep- 
tion of  the  big  quadrennial  run  of  1013.  The  aggregate  pack  for 
1014  in  the  Province  was  1,110,000  cases. 

Mineral  Production. 

While  complete  returns  from  all  the  mining  districts  in  the  Prov- 
ince are  not  yet  available,  the  following  estimate  of  the  mineral 
production  of  British  Columbia  for  1014  is  approximately  correct. 
The  total  estimated  value  for  the  year  was  $25,042,800,  as  compared 
with  $30,206,308  in  1013,  a  decrease  of  $4,353,500,  of  which  at  least 
$1,250,000  may  be  attributed  to  lower  values  ruling  in  the  metal 
markets.  The  only  increases  shown  are  in  the  value  of  gold  produc- 
tion and  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  zinc.  The  comparative  figures 
for  the  difi'erent  products  for  1013  and  1014  are  as  follows : 


Minerals. 

1913 

1914 

Minerals. 

1913 

1914 

Gold: 

8510,000 
5,027,490 
1.9(;8,(;0j 
2,175,S32 
7, 094, -189 
324,421 

5,520,000 
5,042,910 
1,  (93, 2.50 
1,715,000 
5,198,700 
307,840 

Coal 

87,481,190 

1,716,270 

3.398,100 

.?3, 377, 700 

Placer  

Coke 

1,427,403 

Miscellaneous,  including 
building  material 

Total 

Silver         

3,000,000 

Lead 

30,290,398 

25,942,803 

Temporary  Disturbance  of  the  Mining  Industry. 

The  mining  industry  was  somewhat  disturbed  by  war  conditions 
during  the  past  year,  but  not  so  seriously  as  was  at  first  anticipated. 
The  disturbance  of  the  metal  markets  and  financial  situation  at  the 
cutset  necessitated  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  copper  and  lead 
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industries,  and  conse(iiiently  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
coal  and  coke  production.  In  this  Province  gold  and  silver  are  asso- 
ciated with  copper,  and  silver  and  zinc  Avith  lead  in  much  of  the  ore 
produced,  and  the  falling  off  in  copper  and  lead  production  affected 
to  some  extent  the  output  of  gold  and  silver. 

Conditions  at  present  are  greatly  improved,  both  copper  and  coal 
outputs  showing  a  return  tov\'ard  normal  conditions.  An  encourag- 
ing feature  is  the  great  amount  of  development  work  being  done  by 
the  metalliferous  mining  companies,  which  has  in  the  past  year  and 
is  now  being  paid  for  out  of  surplus  earnings.  Some  companies  have 
added  considerably  to  machinery  and  equipment,  one  company  hav- 
ing just  completed  a  hydroelectric  sj'^stem  at  a  cost  of  $200,000. 

The  dividend  distributions  of  the  several  companies  in  the  Prov- 
ince for  the  two  years  were  $2,273,953  for  1913  and  $1,089,331  for 
1914,  a  decrease  of  $584,022. 

The  figures  used  in  calculating  the  value  of  silver,  lead,  copper, 
and  zinc  are  the  average  prices  for  the  year  as  published  in  the  Engi- 
neering and  J\Iining  Journal  of  New  York,  less  5  per  cent  in  the  case 
of  silver,  10  per  cent  in  the  case  of  lead,  and  15  per  cent  in  the  case 
of  zinc. 

Value  of  Minerals  Produced  to  Date—Labor  Employed. 

Gold  leads  the  list  of  minerals  produced  in  the  Province,  the  value 
to  date  amounting  to  about  $154,160,000,  of  which  $73,225,000  has 
been  derived  from  placers  and  $80,935,000  from  lode  mines.  Coal 
ranks  next  in  importance  with  a  value  of  $149,100,000.  Copper 
ranks  third  with  a  value  of  $87,700,000.  Silver  takes  fourth  place 
with  a  total  value  of  $37,570,000.  Lead  production  has  amounted  to 
$31,540,000.  Building  stone,  brick,  and  earth}^  minerals  are  placed 
at  $23,000,000.  British  Columbia  leads  all  the  Provinces  of  Canada 
in  the  yield  of  gold,  copper,  and  lead.  The  Province  produces  25 
per  cent  of  the  total  coal  and  coke  of  the  Dominion.  The  only 
mineral  in  which  the  Province  makes  no  showing  as  yet  is  iron, 
but  the  iron-ore  resources  here  are  at  least  as  great  as  those  of  any 
other  Province. 

British  Columbia  now  has  110  shipping  metal  mines,  employing 
3,880  men,  while  95  properties  are  under  development,  employing 
398  men.  The  coal  mines  employ  0,443  men,  making  a  total  of 
10,721  men  directly  engaged  in  mining.  Indirectly  the  industry  sup- 
ports practically  the  entire  population  of  several  towns  and  cities, 
and  is  also  a  large  factor  in  the  business  life  of  the  seaports. 

The  lumber  Trade. 

Despite  the  financial  stringency  prevailing  throughout  the  Prov- 
ince during  the  past  year,  the  lumber  business,  Vancouver's  staple 
industry,  was  f airl}'-  active.  The  exportation  of  logs  was  encouraged 
and  greatly  increased  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  by  the  rais- 
ing of  the  embargo  on  that  class  of  exports  to  the  United  States  by 
the  provincial  government.  Logs  aggregating  012,533,752  were  scaled 
in  the  Vancouver  district  by  the  Government  officers,  as  compared 
with  858,742,500  for  the  banner  year  1913.  The  record  for  the  clos- 
ing months  of  1914  showed  an  increase  over  the  correspondmg  period 
the  previous  year,  particularly  in  the  number  of  logs  exported. 
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Of  the  54,050,865  feet  of  logs  scaled  for  export  between  December  1, 
1913,  and  November  30, 1914,  24,527,095  feet  Avere  scaled  in  the  months 
of  September,  October,  and  November  after  the  embargo  w^as  raised; 
41,000,000  of  the  54,000,000  feet  exported  during  the  year  were  cedar 
logs. 

The  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  providing  a  new  all-water 
route  to  ports  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  to  Great  Britain  and 
Europe,  has  resulted  in  increased  activity  in  the  lumber  export  trade 
of  British  Columbia,  the  only  drawback  ])eing  the  lack  of  available 
carrying  capacity  in  the  fleets  maintaining  schedules  to  North  Pacific 
ports. 

The  number  of  men  employed  in  the  lumber  mills  of  the  Province 
is  about  5.280,  and  the  combined  pay  rolls  amount  to  about  $4,000,000 
a  year. 

The  Lximber  Trade  of  the  Port  of  Vancouver. 

The  lumber  export  business  from  Vancouver  for  1914  shows  a  fall- 
ing off  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  13  vessels  carr3ang  lum- 
ber cargoes  having  sailed  last  year,  as  against  17  for  1913.  Of  the 
total  shipments,  aggregating  over  20,000,000  feet,  Australia  took 
6,159,748  feet;  South  Africa,  0,758,807  feet;  and  Great  Britain, 
3.931,243  feet.  Other  lumber  cargoes  from  the  port  were,  in  feet: 
Fiji  Islands,  859,304;  Japan,  955,600;  and  the  United  States,  3,500,- 
000.  The  feature  shipment  of  the  year  in  timber  products  was 
3,000,000  feet  of  creosoted  railway  ties  to  India.  The  total  lumber 
exports  were  less  than  during  any  12-month  period  for  the  last  5 
years. 

The  Province  Passing  Through  Period  of  Readjustment. 

The  year  1914  was  chiefly  one  of  liquidation  in  British  Columbia. 
The  Province  is  passing  through  a  period  of  readjustment  from  a 
joolicy  of  speculation  to  one  of  commercial  and  industrial  endeavor, 
which  is  encouraging  the  direction  of  capital  and  the  energies  of  the 
people  in  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  Province. 
A  widespread  financial  and  industrial  depression,  which  began  in 
1912,  reached  a  crisis  last  year,  resulting  in  the  failure  of  two  bank- 
ing institutions  and  a  number  of  other  financial  and  business  con- 
cerns. 

For  several  years  previous  to  1912  the  groAvth  and  development  of 
Vancouver  was  so  rapid  that  it  surpassed  the  expectation  of  its 
most  sanguine  promoters  and  the  hopes  of  those  who  invested  money 
in  property.  Activity  in  building  was  so  great  that  the  new  struc- 
tures seemed  to  spring  up  in  a  day.  New  industries  were  started, 
new  railway  lines  were  constructed,  transportation  routes  extended, 
and  new  and  resourceful  sections  of  the  country  opened.  The  inter- 
est of  investoi's  in  all  parts  of  the  world  seemed  focused  upon  the 
Canadian  Northw^est,  and  centered  upon  Vancouver.  There  pre- 
vailed a  period  of  speculation  which  resulted  in  the  creation  of  ab- 
normal values  and  a  system  of  business  that  materially  increased 
the  cost  of  living.  Peal  estate  prices  reached  a  figure  that  had  little 
or  no  relation  to  values ;  wages  for  skilled  and  imskilled  labor  were 
correspondingly  high. 
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Expenditures  and  Revenues  of  the  Province. 

An  official  statement  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Province  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  shows  an  expenditure  for  the 
12  months  aggregating  $15,970,877,  divided  as  follows:  Public  debt, 
$529,776;  civil  government  (salaries),  $1,329,707;  administration  of 
justice  (salaries),  $57,848;  legislation,  $87,500;  public  institutions, 
$572,273;  hospitals  and  charities,  $430,784;  administration  of  justice 
(other  than  salaries),  $747,112;  education,  $1,141,370;  transport, 
$111,040;  revenue  services,  $23,256;  public  works  and  buildings, 
$3,004,027;  roads,  streets,  bridges,  and  wharves,  $5,322,386;  subsidies 
to  steamboats,  ferries,  and  bridges,  $90,334;  and  miscellaneous, 
$2,463,764. 

The  net  revenue  for  the  year  totaled  $10,479,259,  in  which  the  chief 
items  were:  Land  sales,  $1,172,957;  timber  royalties  and  licenses, 
$2,444,179;  wild  land  tax  (including  coal  and  timber  lands), $659,424; 
real  property  tax,  $501,051;  Chinese  restriction  act  and  amending 
acts  (Dominion  statutes),  $1,279,352;  income  tax,  $348,452;  succession 
dues,  $249,257;  annual  payments  by  Dominion  Government,  $723,- 
135;  land  revenue,  $218,526;  timber  leases,  $114,545;  licenses  (trade 
and  liquor),  $102,618;  licenses  (game),  $107,155;  law  stamps,  $100,- 
627;  mineral  tax,  $153,881;  royalty  and  tax  on  coal,  $192,590;  mis- 
cellaneous, $2,111,510. 

The  balance  sheet  showed  that  on  March  31,  1914,  the  liabilities 
of  the  Province  totaled  $25,845,029  and  the  assets  $18,617,846,  a  bal- 
ance of  liabilities  over  assets  of  $7,227,183. 

^hipping  at  the  Port  of  Vancouver. 

I'he  year  1914  emphasized  the  fact  that  Vancouver's  commercial 
and  industrial  importance  depends  more  upon  the  utilization  of  its 
splendid  harbor  facilities,  and  the  development  of  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  country  back  of  it,  than  in  real  estate  speculations, 
which  have,  in  recent  years,  constituted  the  chief  industry  of  the 
port.  This  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the  financial  depression 
prevailing  throughout  the  past  year  affected  adversely  every  branch 
of  the  industry  except  the  shipping  business,  which  showed  general 
activity. 

The  outbreak  of  the  war  caused  some  stagnation  which,  however, 
was  of  short  duration.  The  commandeering  by  the  British  admir- 
alty of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  Co.'s  fleet,  several  of  the  Koyal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.'s  liners,  and  some  of  the  Blue  Funnel  Line 
steamers  demoralized  the  business  of  the  port  temporarily. 

This  removal  of  a  number  of  vessels  from  the  sailing  list  of  steam- 
ship lines  maintaining  a  service  on  the  Pacific  coast  was  compensated, 
however,  by  the  addition  of  two  new  lines,  the  Japanese  Osaka 
Shosen,  Kaisha,  and  the  Russian  volunteer  fleet,  Avliich  have  estab- 
lished regular  sailings  between  Vancouver,  Puget  Sound,  an^ 
oriental  ports.  In  addition  to  these,  the  Blue  Funnel  Line  has 
announced  a  service  from  this  i3ort  to  Great  Britain  and  the  Atlantic 
coast  via  the  Panama  Canal.  The  opening  of  the  Canal  has  also 
resulted  in  quicker  service  for  Vancouver  by  the  Harrison,  the 
Maple  Leaf,  and  the  Danish  East  Asiatic  Lines. 

The  war  conditions  have  also  resulted  in  a  change  of  flag  of  a 
i\umber  of  vessels  making  this  port.  The  Maple  Leaf  Line  trans- 
ferred from  the  British  to  the  American  flag,  as  did  also  some  of 
the  Grace  Line  steamers  making  regular  trips  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
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Decreased  Trade  with  Europe,  biit  Increased  Trade  with  Australia. 

There  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  trade  with  Europe  for  hist  year, 
but  tliis  loss  Avas  made  up  by  the  increased  trade  with  Australia,  as 
icpoi-ted  by  the  Australian  Line,  Avhich  has  added  several  chartered 
vessels  to  its  fleet  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  growing  trade. 

The  products  of  the  Province  constituting  the  principal  articles  of 
export  handled  through  the  port  of  Vancouver  are  lumber,  shingles, 
fish,  pulp,  and  paper.  Large  shipments  of  oriental  products,  espe- 
cially silks,  coming  by  steamers  from  the  countries  of  production 
are  transshipped  at  Vancouver  and  forwarded  from  here  by  rail. 
The  fishing  industry  furnishes  a  large  shipping  business  in  the  port, 
as  several  fleets  work  the  fishing  grounds  along  the  provincial  and 
the  Alaskan  coasts,  bringing  their  cargoes  to  Vancouver,  Another 
important  feature  of  the  port's  business  is  the  coast  traffic  to  and  from 
Puget  Somid,  several  companies  maintaining  regular  schedules  in 
passenger  and  freight  service  between  ports  on  the  Sound  and  Van- 
couver. 

Total  Declared  Export  Trade  to  United  States  by  Consular  Districts. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  total  exports  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulates  and  agencies  in  British  Columbia  for  the  United 
States  during  last  year,  compared  with  1913.  The  exports  invoiced 
at  the  consulate  general  at  Vancouver  increased  $5,200,000  in  value, 
while  those  at  the  consular  agency  at  Nelson  decreased  $3,346,000. 
The  exports  from  the  consulate  at  Victoria  and  the  agencies  at 
Nanaimo  and  Cumberland  showed  considerable  increases.  Those 
from  the  consulate  at  Dawson,  Yukon  Territory,  increased  $100,000 
in  value,  owing  to  the  greater  shipments  of  gold  bullion,  while  those 
from  the  agency  at  White  Horse  in  the  Vancouver  consular  district 
decreased  over  $100,000,  owing  to  the  smaller  shipments  of  copper 
ore.  The  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Fernie, 
British  Columbia,  decreased  in  value  by  over  $400,000,  owing  to  the 
smaller  shipments  of  coal.  The  following  table  shows  the  total  value 
of  the  exports  and  returned  American  goods  invoiced  at  the  several 
consulates  and  agencies  in  British  Columbia  and  Yukon  Territory 
during  1914,  compared  with  1913. 


Consular  districts  and  items. 

1913 

1914 

Consular  districts  and  items. 

1913 

1914 

VANCOUVEE  DISTEICT. 

Vancouver  consulate  general: 

$7,554,072 

1,453,321 
238, 695 

S12,755,S34 

1,492,393 
106, 774 

VICTORIA  DISTRICT. 

Victoria  consulate: 

Exnorts 

S460, 905 
218,349 

$554,187 

Returned    .American 
goods 

Manifest  fish 

Nanaimo  as;ency: 

E.xports ; 

Cumberland  agency: 

369,245 

Nelson  consular  agency: 

11,460,881 
41,288 

8,114,604 
77,232 

768.273 

Returned    American 

136,490 

Whitehorse  consular  agency: 

292,108 

180,824 

DAWSON  DISTRICT. 

Exports 

Exports..        

3,800,806 
17,146 

Prince  Rupert  agency: 

Exports 

112,267 
13,208 

3, 902, 930 

R  eturned    American 
goods 

Returned  American  goods.. 

14,507 

FERXIE  DISTRICT. 

Exuorts 

2,125,153 
21,337 

1,707,388 
220, 927 

1 

Returned  American  goods.. 
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Principal  Articles  Invoiced  for  United  States, 

The  principal  articles  making  up  the  totals  from  each  district,  not 
including  returned  American  goods,  are  given  below.  The  articles 
inv^oiced  at  the  consulate  at  Fernie  are  shown  under  the  report  from 
that  district  in  this  number: 

FROM  VANCOUVER  CONSULAR  DISTRICT. 


Articles. 


FROM  VANCOUVER. 


Animals 

Animal  products 

Automobiles 

Building  niaicrial 

Brewers'  grits 

Bullion 

Explosives 

Fertilizer 

Fish: 

Fresh- 
Halibut 

Salriion 

Preserved 

Furs 

Glycerin 

Hardware  and  machinery- 
Hides 

Household  efiecls 

Junk 

Ore: 

Blister  copper 

Copper 

Provisions 

Tin 

Wood,  and  mauufactm^es 
of: 

Logs 

Lumber 

Paper 

Piling 

Polos 

Pulp 

Shingles 

Shingle  bolts 

Siding 

All  other  articles 


1913 


S50,549 
44,051 
24,448 
52,003 
0) 
1,419,661 


29, 172 


140,372 
81,644 
13, 205 

101,171 


18,853 
598,941 
221,144 

28,124 

2, 099, 591 

1SS,141 
29, 127 


439,058 

92, 124 

1,008,673 

25, 958 

48,193 

114,065 

572, 229 

31,158 

(-) 

82,417 


Total 7,554,072       12,755,834 


826,469 
209,776 
22, 699 
84, 200 
57, 160 
1, 988, 874 
25,534 
19, 438 


322, 207 
258, 840 
47, 948 
73,954 
50.171 
22,854 
697,571 
282,970 
62, 627 

1,177,588 

1,249,547 

443,088 

6,207 


480. 927 
588,773 

1, 002, 805 

15, 494 

109,511 

235, 971 

2,374,151 

6, 034 

163,462 

151,294 


Ai-ticles. 


FROM  NELSON. 

Animals 

Bullion,  cold  and  silver.. 
Concentrates: 

Gold 

Zinc 

Ore: 

Blister  copper 

Copper  maite 

Wood  and  manufactures 

(principally  poles) 

All  other  articles 

Total 


FROM  "WHITEHORSE  (YU- 
KON TERRITORY) 


Furs 

Game  heads  and  scalps . . . 
Ore,  copper 


Total 

FROM  PRINCE  RUPERT. 


Fish: 

Preserved . . . 

Fresh- 
Halibut.. 
Salmon.. 
All  other  articles . 


Total. 


S5, 840 
65,227 

694,302 
171,167 

6,842,906 
3,621,090 

32, 9.50 
26, 787 


11,460,881 


4,619 

1,300 

286, 189 


292, lOS 


1914 


S20,680 
245, 781 


614,629 
191,732 


3,743,850 
3,193,642 


34,755 
69,535 


8,114,604 


11,324 

2,140 

167,360 


180, 824 


5,061 

100,349 

4,342 

.  1,915 


112,267 


FROM  VICTORIA  CONSULAE  DISTRICT. 


FROM  VICT9RIA. 


Automobiles 

Coal 

Copper  ore 

Fertilizer 

Fish 

Glycerin 

Gold  Vullion 

Household  goods . 

Hides,  green 

.Tunk 

Lumter 

Logs 

Liquor 

Whale  oil 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


$153 


39, 052 
4,584 
1,430 
11,014 
09, 290 
28, 934 
IS,  265 
1,376 
1.34,472 
10, 093 
95,689 
45,948 


460,905 


$12,138 
34,566 
16,156 

110,906 
17, 557 
20,300 
18,446 
61,241 
5,504 
6,238 
75,354 
61,669 
12,808 
60, 496 
34,748 


554, 187 


FROM  N-\N.\1M0. 


Coal,  bituminous. 

Clams 

Explosives 

Logs 

Poles,  telephone.. 

Shingles 

All  other  articles.. 


Total 

FROM  CUMBERLAND. 

Coal,  bituminous: 

Lump 

.  Nut 

Pea 

Cedar  shingles 


Total. 


$304,681 
12, 772 


11,535 

21,705 

9, 552 


309,245 


133, 295 
3,195 


130, 490 


£694,302 
2,287 
5,181 
7,045 
5,650 
33, 1.37 
tcO,  671 


768,273 


239,969 
1,010 
9,291 
7,555 


257,825 


FROM    DAWSON   CONSULAR    DISTRICT. 


Furs,  raw 

$4,987 
3,790,073 

S7,5S5 

3,865,501 

17, 765 

3,173 

All  other  articles . . 

$4,362 

$8,902 

Total 

Gold  dust 

3,800,806 

3,902,930 

Hides 

1,384 

5  Included  under  prcsisions  for  1913. 


^Included  under  lumber  for  1913. 
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The  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  considate  general  at  Van- 
couver for  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1014  were  valued  at  $38,- 
826,  compared  Avith  $63,128  for  1913.    The  items  and  their  value  for 
last  year  were :  Oats,  $20,132 ;  paper,  $16,290 ;  and  eggs,  $2,401. 
Market  for  American  Articles. 

There  is  a  demand  in  British  Columbia  for  many  articles  of  Amer- 
ican manufacture,  although  the  market  is  at  present  depressed  on 
account  of  the  financial  situation.  The  depression,  carried  o^'er  from 
1913,  reached  a  crisis  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  August  last,  caus- 
ing a  retrenchment  in  every  branch  of  trade  and  a  reduction  of  stock 
in  all  the  wholesale  and  retail  establishments  in  western  Canada. 
This  unfavorable  condition  will  result  ultimately  in  an  increased 
demand  and  a  better  market  for  American-made  goods. 

A  feature  of  the  situation  favorable  to  increasing  trade  with  the 
United  States  is  the  disturbed  conditions  in  the  European  countries, 
as  Canada  has  heretofore  drawn  large  supplies  from  those  sources. 
The  close  proximity  of  British  Columbia  to  the  United  States  should 
enable  iVjiierican  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  supply  the  demand 
for  many  articles  formerly  imported  from  Europe,  and  to  secure  a 
large  percentage  of  the  available  trade  in  this  territory. 

The  adverse  financial  situation  in  British  Columbia  has  seriously 
affected  the  building  industry  in  the  cities,  and  is  encouraging  a 
movement  to  the  country,  and  development  of  the  land,  which  will 
increase  the  demand  for  agricultural  implements  and  farm  machin- 
ery, most  of  which  comes  from  the  United  States. 
Demand  for  Furniture,  Machinery,  Hardware,  Clothing,  Etc. 

There  is  a  good  demand  in  this  market  for  American-made  furni- 
ture, due  to  some  extent  to  the  fact  that  the  same  ideas  in  regard  to 
house  furnishing  prevail  in  Canada  as  in  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  same  style  of  furniture  is  generally  used. 

American-made  machinery  of  all  kinds  is  sold  in  this  market.  The 
activity  in  mining,  railwa}^  construction,  and  road  building  has  cre- 
ated a  demand  for  machinery  used  in  these  lines.  Machinery  and 
equipment  for  the  large  sawmills,  logging  camps,  and  in  all  branches 
of  the  lumber  industry  is  generally  supplied  by  American  manufac- 
turers. 

Other  articles  of  American  manufacture  in  demand  in  British 
Columbia  are  hardware,  men's  clothing  and  furnishings,  druggists' 
supplies,  and  toilet  articles.  The  majority  of  the  shoes  sold  in  Van- 
couver are  made  in  the  United  States,  and  in  the  sale  of  t3q3ewriting 
machines  and  office  furniture  and  equipment  the  United  States  has 
practically  a  monopoly. 

Nearly  all  the  leading  automobiles  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  are  represented  by  agencies  in  British  Columbia,  and  the 
majority  of  the  motors  in  use  in  the  Province  are  of  American  make. 
The  lighter  machines  of  low  and  medium  price  are  the  most  popular, 
as  they  are  better  suited  to  the  roads  in  western  Canada  than  the 
heavier  makes.  The  rapid  development  of  the  country  and  the  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  construction  of  good  roads  will  result  in  an 
increased  demand  for  automobiles. 
Need  for  American  Money  in  Canada. 

One  of  the  perplexing  problems  for  Canada  generally,  and  for 
British  Columbia  in  particular,  is  the  question  of  procuring  capital 
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for  development  and  commercial  needs.  Heretofore  much  of  the 
capital  employed  in  industrial  development  in  this  Province  has  come 
from  England,  but  owing-  to  war  necessities  financial  assistance;  from 
that  source  is  not  now  available.  Canada,  in  an  industrial  and  com- 
mercial way,  is  an  inij^ortant  asset  to  the  United  States.  The  value 
oi"  imports  from  the  United  States  into  the  Dominion  during  the 
calendar  year  1914  was  $140,857,540,  a  decrease  of  about  $500,000  as 
compared  with  1913,  and  the  exports  to  the  United  States  amounted 
to  $t203,7G3,630,  an  increase  of  nearly  $10,500,000. 

Canada,  with  an  enormous  territory  contiguous  to  the  United 
States,  and  rich  in  natural  resources,  will  provide  a  market  for 
American  manufactures  amounting  to  hundreds  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars annually. 

Canada  is  not  only  a  neighbor,  but  one  of  the  best  international 
customers  of  the  United  States.  The  development  and  constructive 
work  of  the  Dominion  has  been  interrupted,  and  is  now  practically 
at  a  standstill,  because  of  the  exigencies  of  war.  Great  enterprises 
are  idle,  large  constructive  vmdertakings  are  being  delayed  and 
remain  uncompleted.  But  war  has  not  sto])ped  the  productive  power 
of  the  country,  and  there  is  urgent  need  for  funds  to  supply  the 
arteries  of  trade.  This  can  be  furnished  to  advantage  by  the  United 
States,  and  as  an  economic  question,  should  appeal  to  American 
financiers  and  business  men,  who  by  helping  Canada  would  be  aiding 
indirectly  American  interests  by  stimulating  international  trade. 

FERNIE. 

By  Consul  Frank   C.  Denison. 

What  bid  fair  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  to  develop  into  an  in- 
creased business  in  all  lines  was  turned  into  disappoinment.  This 
condition  was  due  to  the  demoralization  in  all  lines  of  business 
throughout  Canada,  but  more  particular  in  this  district,  to  the  fall- 
ing off  in  the  demand  for  coal,  coke,  lumber,  etc.,  which  industries 
are  the  chief  support  of  the  Fernie  consular  district. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  it  was  made  evident 
that  the  optimistic  view  taken  of  the  business  outlook  was  not  going 
to  be  realized,  oAving  to  the  deleterious  effect  of  overspeculation  in 
real  estate  and  the  feverish  excitement  caused  early  in  the  year  by 
the  discovery  of  small  quantities  of  oil  in  the  southern  part  of 
Alberta.  The  oil  excitement  seemed  to  have  reawakened  the  specu- 
lative feeling,  which  had  met  with  a  severe  check,  and  the  collapse 
of  all  these  unhealthy  ventures  had  been  exerting  a  depressing  effect 
upon  general  business  before  the  advent  of  the  war. 

The  combination  of  these  causes  seems  to  have  had  a  more  serious 
effect  upon  legitimate  business  in  this  district  than  in  most  parts  of 
the  Province. 
Closing  Down  of  Copper  Smelters — Coal  Mining. 

The  demoralization  of  the  copper  markets,  owing  to  the  embargo 
placed  upon  copper  by  Great  Britain,  has  caused  the  closing  clown  of 
the  Granby  smelters,  wdiere  an  increase  of  demand  for  coke  from  this 
district  had  been  expected  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Tlie  ooal  mines  through  the  Crowds  Nest  Pass,  especially  those  of 
the  Crows  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co.,  situated  here  and  at  Michel,  British 
Columbia,  manufactured  all  the  coke  consumed  at  these  smelters,  and 
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the  shortage  of  orders  from  Grand  Forks  is  working-  a  severe  hard- 
ship upon  the  coal  companies  and  their  employees.  The  mines  here 
are  working  but  2  and  3  shifts  per  week,  instead  of  12  when  working 
full  time. 

The  market  for  coal  has  also  fallen  off  materially,  owing  to  the 
decline  of  business  on  the  railways.  As  compared  with  1913,  the 
business  of  the  mines  throughout  the  district  has  fallen  off  fully  30 
per  cent,  the  larger  portion  of  the  loss  coming  since  the  declaration 
of  war  in  Europe. 

Exact  figures  are  not  obtainable,  as  most  of  the  mining  companies 
have  not  completed  their  statements  for  the  year,  but  the  following 
figures  may  be  considered  approximately  correct,  although  not  offi- 
cial : 

The  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co.  produced  a  total  of  780,120  gross 
tons  and  a  net  tonnage  of  481,037.  The  Corbin  Coal  Co.,  of  Corbin, 
British  Columbia,  produced  74,230  tons.  All  the  product  of  this  com- 
pany, except  that  used  for  fuel  at  the  mines,  is  sold  as  coal,  no  coke 
ovens  being  installed.  The  Hosmer  mines  produced  118,157  gross 
tons  and  a  net  tonnage  of  65,299,  the  difference  going  into  the  manu- 
facture of  coke. 

As  compared  with  the  1913  production,  these  figures  show  a  total 
increase  of  41,885  tons  of  coke,  but  of  this  amount  the  Hosmer  mines 
show  a  decrease  of  24,434  tons,  while  the  Crows  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co. 
shows  an  increase  of  66,319  tons. 

In  coal  production  there  was  a  total  decrease  of  359,210  gross  tons. 
No  figures  are  available  as  yet  regarding  the  production  from  the 
x^-lberta  mines  farther  east,  but  a  proportionate  decrease  in  that 
region  has  resulted  from  the  same  causes. 

Abandonment  of  the  Coal  Mine  at  Hosmer. 

The  coal  mine  at  Hosmer,  belonging  indirectly  to  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Kailway,  has  been  abandoned  after  an  expenditure  of  more 
than  $1,000,000.  This  mine  was  opened  by  the  company  without  re- 
gard to  expenditure ;  a  tunnel  4,931  feet  long  was  driven  throughout 
the  coal  seams  of  the  measure.  This  drive  cut  through  10  seams  of 
coal,  ranging  from  4  to  24  feet  in  thickness,  and  so  sure  were  the 
engineers  of  the  quality  and  quantity  of  coal  to  be  reached  that  a 
double  tunnel,  with  a  side  air  passage,  was  driven  the  Avhole  length. 
These  passages  were  of  the  best  construction  to  be  found  in  the  Avhola 
of  the  Crow's  Nest  district.  Expensive  tipples,  tramways,  and  a 
Robinson  washer  were  constructed,  and  a  battery  of  240  coke  ovens 
built  to  take  care  of  the  w^ashed  slack  coal  product  from  the  mine. 
However,  the  coal  seams  proved  to  be  so  broken  and  irregular  that 
operations  were  entirely  too  expensive  and  have  been  abandoned.  As 
a  consequence,  the  town  of  Hosmer,  which  had  a  population  of  about 
1,000,  is  now  a  deserted  village.  This  also  has  added  to  the  falling 
off  in  the  output  of  coal  and  coke. 

At  Hillcrest,  farther  east  in  Alberta,  a  disastrous  mine  explosion 
occurred  during  the  summer,  in  which  193  miners  lost  their  lives  and 
much  damage  resulted  to  the  mine. 
Silver-Lead  Mining. 

In  metalliferous  mining  little  change  has  occurred  in  the  western 
part  of  the  district.  An  official  report  of  the  management  of  the 
Consolidated  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.,  owned  by  Canadian  Pacific 
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Railway  interests  and  situated  at  Trail,  British  Columbia,  states  that 
the  St.  Eugene  mine  at  Moyie,  British  Columbia,  has  been  worked 
out.  This  mine  was  at  one  time  the  second  in  production  of  silver- 
lead  on  the  continent,  the  Silver  King  mine  of  Utah  being  the  only 
one  exceeding  it. 

The  Sullivan  silver-lead  mine  at  KimberW,  owned  by  the  Con- 
solidated Mines  &  Smelting  Co.,  has  been  operated  during  the  year  in 
a  small  way,  the  product  being  lead  with  a  small  portion  of  silver. 

Decreased  Output  of  Lumber  Mills. 

Lumbering  has  also  felt  the  depressing  effect  of  war,  and  the  out- 
put of  the  mills  of  the  district  shows  a  decrease  of  fully  30  per  cent 
as  compared  w^ith  1913,  with  no  prospects  of  improvement  in  the 
immediate  future.  Only  one  mill — the  Elk  Lumber  Co.,  situated  at 
Fernie — continued  in  full  operation  tlirough  the  yeav.  This  com- 
pany increased  its  production  over  1913  by  about  0,000,000  feet,  but 
this  increase  was  more  than  overbalanced  by  the  general  decreases 
throughout  the  Province. 

The  reported  increase  in  orders  for  lumber  at  the  coast,  caused  by 
ilie  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  does  not  affect  the  mills  of  the 
interior  of  the  Province,  as  they  are  too  distant  to  permit  shipments 
by  rail  in  that  direction  from  this  district. 

Trade  Conditions — Oil  Drilling. 

In  commercial  lines  a  decrease  of  fully  30  per  cent  in  volume  of 
business  is  reported  by  all  leading  firms,  and  only  about  the  usual 
share  of  American  manufactured  goods  has  been  sold.  The  leading 
articles  of  American  manufactures  sold  include  boots  and  shoes,  hats, 
and  clothing. 

The  automobile  trade  has  suffered  most  severely,  owing  to  the 
financial  stress.    The  trade  in  sawmill  machinery  has  been  limited. 

The  oil  excitement  in  Alberta  has  stimulated  the  OAvners  of  some 
oil  claims  in  the  Flat  Head  district  in  southeastern  British  Columbia 
to  begin  drilling  operations  in  a  few  locations  just  north  of  the  inter- 
national boundar}'.  The  parties  interested  in  these  ventures  are 
mostly  from  Spokane,  AVash.,  and  the  machinery  and  supplies  come 
from  that  side  of  the  line.  As  yet  no  great  indications  of  oil  in  com- 
mercial quantities  have  been  developed,  though  oil  has  been  found  in 
small  quantities  in  several  places. 
Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1911,  according  to  in- 
voices certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Fernie,  were  valued  at 
$1,707,388,  compared  with  $2,125,153  for  1913.  The  articles  and  their 
value  for  the  two  years  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Cattle 

Coal 

Coke 

Emigrants'  effects. 
Hiiles  and  skins... 
Hogs 


1914 


,727,048 

253,380 

26,936 

4,717 


$15, 54S 

1, 282,  S83 

276,965 

17, 305 

4,404 

3,967 


Articles. 


Logs,  saw 

Lumber 

Machinery 

All  other  article. 

Total 


1913 


S67, 143 

35, 955 

5,174 

4,800 


2, 125, 153 


S33,094 

60, 649 

5,756 

6,817 


1, 707, 388 
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